
Foxdell Primary School
Growing, Learning and Achieving Together

Head Teacher's Corner
Dear Families,

Welcome back to a new academic year! It has been wonderful to see everyone return, and we are very pleased with 
how quickly the children have settled into their new classes and routines. We would especially like to welcome our 
new Reception families, as well as the families of children who have joined us in other year groups - we hope you 
enjoy your time as part of our school community! 

There has already been lots of fantastic learning taking place across, with children getting to know their new 
classrooms, teachers, revisiting routines and developing the positive attitudes and learning behaviours that will 
support them throughout the year ahead. 

A big thank you to all the families who attended our new year group welcome meetings. We hope you found them 
useful and informative. Information from the meetings can also be found on our school website.

I would also like to thank our infant parents and carers for your patience while we arranged for our new gate to be 
fitted. This is an important improvement to our site security and will help us maintain a safer environment for all 
our children and staff.

Moving forward, visitors will not be able to enter the school site without authorisation. We appreciate your 
cooperation as we continue to strengthen our safeguarding procedures and ensure that the safety of our school 
community remains a priority.

As many of you will be aware, we have been experiencing falling pupil numbers, which has meant that we have 
needed to review our class organisation across the school. Due to these changes, we have had to cap pupil numbers 
in certain year groups. Last week, we had to make the decision to close one of our Reception classes, moving from 
three classes to two. We understand that changes to class organisation can be difficult for children, and we 
appreciate your understanding and support as we respond to the needs of our school community.

Thank you for your continued support. We look forward to a happy, successful and exciting year together!

Best wishes,
Mrs R Nisar
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Macmillan Coffee Morning – Next Week!

A little reminder that our Macmillan Coffee Morning is 
taking place next week! We would be very grateful for 
donations of cakes and money to help support this 
wonderful cause.

Please see the poster emailed to families for full details. 
We would love to see as many of you as possible there 
for a cuppa, a cake and a chat!

22nd September

WonderDome for 
Y1 at JUNIOR SITE

YR Welcome 
Meeting for 

parents 2:30pm

23rd September

MacMillan Coffee 
Morning 

7th-9th October

Grafham Water 
Residential Trip

Free School Meal for all children in KS2 on 
Thursday 1 October – Census Day

We encourage all children in KS2 to take up this 
opportunity and enjoy a delicious school lunch with 

their friends!



ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY
We are pleased to share that our attendance has been improving over the past year, and we’re 

proud to say that our weekly figures have often been in line with or better than the national 
average. This is a fantastic achievement, and we want to say a big thank you to all our parents 

and carers for your continued support in helping us improve attendance across the school.

Each week, we celebrate good attendance in school, and we’d like to give a special mention to 
the following classes who have achieved 100% attendance at least once this half term - a 

brilliant effort! 

As we continue to focus on attendance, we are also placing a strong emphasis on punctuality. 
We firmly believe that every minute counts, and arriving on time helps children start their day 

calmly and ready to learn.

PUNCTUALITY
Our doors open at 8:45am for a soft start, and ideally, all children should arrive as 
close to this time as possible. The doors close at 9:00am for registration - arrival 
after this time is recorded as late. We understand that traffic and parking can be 
difficult in the mornings, so we encourage families to leave earlier where possible, 

and consider parking a short distance away and walking.

The same expectations apply at the end of the day. It is the responsibility of parents 
and carers to ensure children are collected on time. Please note that school finishes 

at 3:15pm for EYFS and KS1 and 3:30pm for KS2.

We are now issuing late collection fines. Guidance has been shared with all families. 
Please ensure that your child is collected promptly at the end of the school day.

We are open for 190 days 
in a school year which 

equates to 380 sessions 
including the morning and 

afternoon registration. 

The new attendance guidelines came into place from 19th August 2024. More information and FAQs about attendance can be 
found on our school website: https://www.foxdellprimary.uk/attendance-1/  

Government guidance can be found here: 
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/08/19/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know/ 

BEECH, IVY, BADGERS & 
ROBINS

https://www.foxdellprimary.uk/attendance-1/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/08/19/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know/


ATTENDANCE MATTERS

Attendance Week Ending

Class 11.09.26 18.09.26 Class 11.09.26 18.09.26

Pinecones 95.9% 94.8%

Swifts 97.4% 90.3% Beech 100% 100%

Robins 100% 97% Oak 91.6% 99.1%

Dragonflies 94.4% 96.7% Ash 99.4% 98.7%

Ladybirds 97.9% 94.1% Ivy 100% 98.8%

Butterflies 95.8% 97.3% Cedar 98.5% 98.3%

Squirrels 95.9% 95.6% Spruce 95% 95.7%

Badgers 100% 97.6% Kestrels 98.6% 97.3%

Chestnuts 97.1% 98.8% Eagles 96.1% 98.5%

Acorns 93.8% 99.6%

Infant Site:  Badgers

Our whole school 
attendance 

target is 96%

Our Class H.E.R.Os for the last 2 weeks are: 

Junior Site: Beech & Ivy

The class with the best attendance each week wins the 
attendance trophy and receives a best attendance 

certificate. Children in Reception receive a lucky dip 
prize if they have 100% attendance for the week. 



STARS OF THE WEEK
A huge congratulations to our shining stars for the weeks ending 11.09.26 & 18.09.26

Robins Robins Swifts Dragonflies Ladybirds Butterflies Badgers Squirrels

Keyaan Aiya M Oliver
Ayyan

Aliya
Vincent

Inaayah
Abu Bakar

Sarah
Mustafa

Iremide
Anastasia

Hedgehogs Chestnuts Acorns Pinecones Beech Oak Ash Ivy

Mikaeel
Sebastian

Inaya
Hussam

All of 
Pinecones

Hashim

Shafin
Vanessa

Aryan
Umar

Hania
Umar

Rayaan
Dawwod

Spruce Cedar Kestrels Eagles

“Be a star in someone’s sky every day!”

Rida
Rosa

Amelia
Zainab

Eshaal
Maira

Fatima Zara
Raihan

Dojo Winners of the Week!
Congratulations to our top dojo earners!

Your positive attitude, teamwork, and respect have truly stood out

Robins Swifts Butterflies Dragonflies Ladybirds Badgers Squirrels

Is’haaq Hannah Sumayya
Gabriella

      Abeeha
Aadam

Alan
Anya

Sahil
Eesa H

Mara
Ali

Pinecones Chestnuts Acorns Ash Beech Oak Spruce

Malaika
Kenael

Abdul 
Azhaan
Denis

Ayet
Ali

Raees
Zayn

Khadija
Abbas

Arfa twice! Bilal
Shekinah

Ivy Cedar Kestrels Eagles

Rayaan
Salim

Hillary
Maryam

Mehtab
Azaan

Lena
Petrus



Our VALUE for Autumn 1 is:

We can show responsibility by:
● Taking charge of ourselves and our 

actions
● Setting a good example to others
● Taking care of our things

At home, we can be responsible by:

● Tidying away our toys and belongings
● Helping with jobs around the house
● Looking after pets or plants
● Getting our things ready for school
● Keeping promises and being helpful to others

A Little Challenge at Home!

Choose one responsibility that your child 
can take on this week? 
This could be laying the table, keeping their 
bedroom tidy, getting their school bag ready 
each evening or help put the washing out.

Can you become a Responsibility 
Superstar? 

Small responsibilities help children 
develop independence, confidence 

and a sense of pride in what they do. 

This half term, we are focusing on Responsibility - understanding that our choices and actions 
matter, and that we all have a part to play in looking after ourselves, others and our school 

community. 



Around our School

Year 1
The children have settled really well into Year 1. They 
are becoming familiar with our daily routines and are 

confident in finding their way around the different 
areas of the classrooms.

Over the last few weeks, the children have been 
working with numbers up to 10. They have been 

learning to find 1 more and 1 less, exploring number 
bonds to 10, and practising how to find and fill in 

missing numbers on a number track.

In English, the children have been developing their 
letter formation and handwriting skills. They have also 

been practising writing simple sentences, 
remembering to use finger spaces and full stops.

In PE, we have been learning to make different shapes 
in preparation for gymnastics. The children can now 

make a pike, straddle, star and tuck shape. They have 
really enjoyed practising these shapes and are 

beginning to develop their confidence and control.

Year R

Our Reception children have made a fantastic start to school life and are settling into their new routines. They are 
becoming familiar with their classrooms, learning where to find things and developing their independence as they 
move through the school day. From learning to line up for lunch, to getting ready for different activities, the 
children are growing in confidence each day and are beginning to understand the routines that help make their day 
run smoothly.

The children have also been getting to know one another and are starting to make new friends and build lovely 
relationships with their classmates and adults. Lunchtimes have been another exciting part of their day, as they 
learn how to manage the routines of eating together, making choices and becoming more independent. It has been 
wonderful to see the children chatting, playing and enjoying their time together as they settle into their new school 
community. 

Year 2
Year 2 have made a positive start this year! They’ve 

particularly enjoyed their Maths learning, where they have 
been learning how to sort and represent numbers using place 

value grids. The children have enjoyed using Dienes 
equipment to build numbers and are becoming increasingly 
confident in understanding the value of each digit. They will 
now use this new learning to partition numbers in different 
ways, helping them to develop a deeper understanding of 

place value.



Around our School

Year 5
Our first couple of weeks in Year 5 have been very busy! We have 
started with our ‘Starting Strong’ curriculum, which has given us 
the opportunity to revisit and build upon our prior learning.

In grammar, we have been focusing on constructing sentences and 
identifying the different parts of a sentence, helping us to develop 
our understanding of sentence structure.

In maths, we have been revisiting our multiplication and fractions 
skills. We have practised multiplying two-digit numbers by 
one-digit numbers , as well as converting and adding fractions with 
the same denominator .

It has been a fantastic start to Year 5, and we are looking forward 
to all the exciting learning ahead!

Year 3
Year 3 have made a wonderful and positive start to the new 
academic year. They are settling into their new routines well 
and have adapted confidently to the expectations of Year 3.

In Music, the children have begun learning to play the ukulele 
and have participated with great enthusiasm and enjoyment. It 
has been lovely to see their confidence grow as they develop 
this new skill and explore different musical techniques.

In English, the children are continuing to develop their 
grammar skills and are becoming increasingly confident in 
applying their knowledge. In Maths, we are revisiting and 
consolidating their understanding of place value before 
gradually moving into the Year 3 curriculum.

It has been a pleasure to see the children return with such a 
positive attitude towards their learning.

Year 6
We have announced our first set of prefects for the 2026-27 year. 

Please join us in celebrating the following children and their 
achievement:

Mehtab
Aadam
Eshaal
Maya A
Meerub

Ajwa
Raymond
Taurab
Evelin
Fatima

Umaima
Sultan

We will be looking to appoint more prefects as the year goes on. 
Children should keep demonstrating the school values and being 
outstanding Foxdell Citizens to be considered for the next round!

Year 4
The children have made a fantastic start to their year 4 
journey.  We have been practising our classroom routines to 
help us all have a calm and successful year. 

Some children worked hard over the holidays to create 
fantastic model of what they would like their class library 
to look like.  

In English, the children have written some fantastic story 
openers to an Aladdin style story.  The teachers were very 
impressed by the use of language. 

Finally, we have received some fantastic examples of 
homework this week.  We are looking forward to what the 
children can do over the next few months. 



High School Open Days
Starting High School in September 2027 

 It is strongly recommended that parents/carers and pupils attend the open evenings of the high 
schools and academies that interest them. Open evenings give parents and pupils the opportunity to 
gain a good overview of the school by meeting staff and pupils and gathering information about the 

school or academy. 

Click on the link for information about how to apply for a high school place for September 2027
https://www.luton.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-09/how-to-apply-for-a-school-place-guide-2027.pdf 

Deadline for High School applications is 31st October 2026 

https://www.luton.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-09/how-to-apply-for-a-school-place-guide-2027.pdf
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