
Foxdell Primary School
Growing, Learning and Achieving Together

Head Teacher's Corner
Dear Families,

We have had a great start to the final term of the year. Our Reception children enjoyed a visit from a 
travelling farm this week, which brought their learning to life in a memorable and engaging way. Year 
2 pupils also took part in a History Workshop at the start of the term, deepening their understanding 
through hands-on experiences. In addition, another group of KS2 children had the opportunity to visit 
Wenzel’s Bakery, where they gained an insight into how a local business operates and enjoyed bread 
making.

This term, we have introduced Jiu Jitsu sessions for selected pupils. These sessions are already 
proving to be beneficial, helping to build confidence, discipline, focus and resilience. These skills will 
positively impact both learning and personal development.

We were pleased to welcome Reception parents into school on Monday for storytelling sessions and 
hope you found these enjoyable and useful. Thank you also to the Year 1 parents who attended the 
recent phonics workshop. We hope this provided valuable insight into the upcoming phonics screening 
check in June and ways you can continue to support your child at home.

Our Year 6 children have been working incredibly hard in preparation for their SATs, which will take 
place during the week beginning 11th May. We encourage you to continue supporting them at home 
during this important time.

As the weather begins to improve, please ensure that children continue to attend school in the 
correct uniform. PE kits should only be worn on PE days, and trainers are not appropriate on non-PE 
days.
The next few weeks will be very busy, and we are especially looking forward to our Healthy Living Week 
at the end of term. A letter has been sent out today with details about Sports Day and an upcoming 
‘Healthy Living’ parent workshop.

We hope you all have a lovely long bank holiday weekend and look forward to welcoming everyone back 
to school on Tuesday.

Best wishes,
Mrs R Nisar
Headteacher
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3rd-9th May
Hedgehog Awareness  

Week

11th-14thy May
SAT’s Week

18th-22nd May
Healthy Living Week &  

Science Week

19th-21st May
YR Vision Screening

25th-31st May
School Closed  

Half Term break

1st June  
Children return to  

School

Sports Day
Please refer to letter  

sent out



ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY
We are pleased to share that our attendance has been improving over the past year, and we’re 

proud to say that our weekly figures have often been in line with or better than the national 
average. This is a fantastic achievement, and we want to say a big thank you to all our parents 

and carers for your continued support in helping us improve attendance across the school.

Each week, we celebrate good attendance in school, and we’d like to give a special mention to 
the following classes who have achieved 100% attendance at least once this half term - a 

brilliant effort! 

As we continue to focus on attendance, we are also placing a strong emphasis on punctuality. 
We firmly believe that every minute counts, and arriving on time helps children start their day 

calmly and ready to learn.

PUNCTUALITY
Our doors open at 8:45am for a soft start, and ideally, all children should arrive as 
close to this time as possible. The doors close at 9:00am for registration - arrival 
after this time is recorded as late. We understand that traffic and parking can be 
difficult in the mornings, so we encourage families to leave earlier where possible, 

and consider parking a short distance away and walking.

The same expectations apply at the end of the day. It is the responsibility of parents 
and carers to ensure children are collected on time. Please note that school finishes 

at 3:15pm for EYFS and KS1 and 3:30pm for KS2.

We are now issuing late collection fines. Guidance has been shared with all families. 
Please ensure that your child is collected promptly at the end of the school day.

We are open for 190 days 
in a school year which 

equates to 380 sessions 
including the morning and 

afternoon registration. 

The new attendance guidelines came into place from 19th August 2024. More information and FAQs about attendance can be 
found on our school website: https://www.foxdellprimary.uk/attendance-1/  

Government guidance can be found here: 
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/08/19/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know/ 

SPRUCE

https://www.foxdellprimary.uk/attendance-1/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/08/19/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know/


ATTENDANCE MATTERS

Attendance Week Ending

Class 17.04.26 24.04.26 01.05.26 Class 17.04.26 24.04.26 01.05.26

Wrens 89.7 95% 84.2% Pinecones 91.7% 97.4& 98.3%

Swifts 91.1% 91.1% 95.7% Beech 95.5% 96.8% 98.8%

Robins 97.8% 95.2% 95% Oak 95.2% 98.5% 99.2%

Dragonflies 93.8% 98% 94.5% Ash 90% 96.8% 97.6%

Ladybirds 94.6% 96% 94% Ivy 98.9% 99.1% 97%

Butterflies 94.3% 96.2% 91% Cedar 91.8% 98.7% 89.6%

Squirrels 92.8% 98.5% 96.5% Spruce 98.9% 99.1% 100%

Badgers 96% 98.9% 95.6% Kestrels 96.3% 94% 96.5%

Hedgehogs 99% 95.8% 92.3% Kites 96.7% 93.7% 95.8%

Chestnuts 95 97.3% 96.9% Eagles 96.7% 97.9% 93.5%

Acorns 98.9%% 98.7% 96.1%

Infant Site:  Hedgehogs, Badgers & 
Squirrels

Our whole school 
attendance 

target is 96%

Our Class H.E.R.O’s for the last 3 weeks are: 

Junior Site: Acorns, Ivy & Spruce

The class with the best attendance each week wins the 
attendance trophy and receives a best attendance 

certificate. Children in Reception receive a lucky dip 
prize if they have 100% attendance for the week. 



STARS OF THE WEEK
A huge congratulations to our shining stars for the weeks ending 17.04.26, 24.04.26 & 01.05.26

Robins Wrens Swifts Dragonflie
s

Ladybirds Butterflies Badgers Squirrels

Levi
Zoe

Tessa

Abbas
Catalin
Rajveer

Aisha
Alan

Gabriella

Ayat
Stefi
Umar

Saba
Justice
Qasim

Aariz
Skyler
Fatima

Musa
Ibrahim S
Hussam

Anna
Haleema
Hashim

Hedgehogs Chestnuts Acorns Pinecones Beech Oak Ash Ivy

Noor
Sebastian

Aimal

Umar
Marta
Evgeni

Umar
Aiza H.
Aiza D.

Shafin
Ehan

Zuhair

Hassan
Aiyla

Ishmael

Huzaifa
Areeb

M.Asghar

Waseem
Rida

Aizah

Eshaal 
Rehan

Saaratu

Spruce Cedar Kestrels Kites Eagles

“Be a star in someone’s sky every 
day!”

Kashan
Jarrah
Manjot

Rukayah
Ion

Tariq

Yousuf
Musa 
Zoya

Haris
Adam
Tarek

Hiba
Abeeha
Achilles

Dojo Winners of the Week!
Congratulations to our top dojo earners!

Your positive attitude, teamwork, and respect have truly stood out

Robins Wrens Swifts Dragonflie
s

Ladybirds Butterflie
s

Badgers Squirrels

Arham
Levi
Filip

Zahra
Rohaan
Ayaan

Nawera
Md bin Israr

Anya

Rayan
Sara
Sahil

Sehaj
Saba

Labiba

Gracey
Humaira
Skyler

Silviu
Ibrahim S

Anaya

Noor
Malaika
Dawud

Hedgehogs Chestnuts Acorns Pinecones Beech Oak Ash Ivy

Hasnain
Elizabeth

Ayah

Shayan
Aiza N.
Aizah H

Aameera
Faiyaz
Umar

Saad
Jasdeep
Hania

Hillary
Hillary

    Sarah

Yussuf
Daniyal

Bilal
Huzaifa
Aryan

Rosa
Shekinah
Khadijah

Eshaal 
Maya
Evelin 

Spruce Cedar Kestrels Kites Eagles

Younus
Sukayna
Kashan 

Sahil 
Maria 

Hannah
Rafay
Amna 

Eesa 
Adam

Taj-Roha

Sofia
Muhammad

Nicolas



Our VALUE for Summer 1 is:

DIVERSITY

This half term we are learning about the VALUE 
of DIVERSITY.

We are learning about diversity, helping us understand and celebrate differences 
between people, including cultures, backgrounds and beliefs 

We are proud to be a diverse school, 
where different faiths, cultures, languages 

and skin colours come together and 
make us unique as one community. 

Why diversity?
● It helps to bring us all together.
● Differences make our world a more interesting and exciting 

place.
● It helps us to learn about different families, cultures and religions.
● It teaches us to show respect for everyone.
● Everyone feels included and special. 



Around our School

Wenzel’s Bakery
Another lucky group of Year 3 and 4s visited Wenzels to plait and 
bake their own bread as well as decorate biscuits and cupcakes.

We are so grateful to the Wenzels team who have hosted over 40 of 
our children this year and given them an insight into careers and 

experiences that are out there for their future. 



Around our School

Year 1
The children came back refreshed after the holiday 

and ready to learn.
In PE, we are practising for Sports Day and we are 

focusing on long jump, team work and throwing 
skills. 

In history, we are learning about famous explorers 
and the children planned where they would like to go 

and how they would get there.

Year R
At the beginning of term, some cheeky animals visited Reception 

and stole from fruit from a basket, whilst Mrs Lombardi shared 
our story ‘Handa’s Surprise’. Once we retrieved our fruit, we 

enjoyed tasting and describing the fruits from the story. All classes 
also shared the model text we have been learning with parents 

during our story-telling session. 

The excitement continued this week as we had a special visit from 
Animal Edge farm.  We petted a range of animals such as rabbits, 

goats and guinea pigs and learnt how to care for them. 

Year 2
We’ve had a brilliant start to the summer term. The 

children were shocked to discover that an angry dragon 
had visited our classroom looking for his lost diamonds. 

This has kicked off our new story‑writing unit and the 
ideas have been fantastic.

In History, the children learned about how William the 
Conqueror became king, and the key events that led to 

the Battle of the Roses.

The highlight of the session was definitely when the 
children dressed up as knights and acted out their own 
version of the Battle of the Roses. There was lots of 
laughter, teamwork and very dramatic sword‑holding.



Around our School

Year 5
Year 5 have had a very busy beginning to the term.  Firstly, we 
have a visit from our local community police officer, who came to 
explain the age of criminal reposnsibillity as well as how damage 
to property, theft and harassmant are all crimes.  

In English, we have started the term by receiving a letter from a 
16th century sea captain who asked us to help him find a missing 
piece of jewellery.  We have also discovered lots about the ship he 
sailed on: the Mary Rose.  We are now learning how to write 
effective descriptions in preparation for writing our own finding 
story. 

In science, we have started to learn about how plants reproduce.  
To help us understand it, we have started growing potatoes, which 
reproduce through tubers, and spider plants, which produce 
plantlets.  We also closely observed the parts of flowers to 
understand how and where reproduction occurs.  

  

Year 3
Year 3 continue to work hard across all subjects. 

In English, they have started to understand what an 
information text should look like and are applying its 
features in their own writing.

In science, the children have been thoroughly enjoying a 
range of special practical investigations as part our ‘Force 
and Magnets’ topic.

In Art, Year 3 continues to demonstrate great creativity 
while exploring Ancient Egyptian Art.

Year 6
We are delighted to share that the children have now 
completed their mock SATs, and they have done extremely 
well. We are incredibly proud of the effort, resilience, and 
positive attitude they have shown throughout.

As we approach SATs week, which is the week commencing 
11th May 2026, we kindly ask for your continued support at 
home. Encouraging regular reading, practising key skills for 
maths and spelling, punctuation and grammar will make a 
big difference in helping them feel confident and prepared.

In music, Year 6 are learning to create their own music 
using professional samples. They are also developing their 
ability to sequence beats, blending their own rhythms with 
professional sounds to create unique pieces of music in the 

way that producers do.

Year 4
In science, it has been a busy and fascinating topic as we explored 
the digestive system. Pupils have been learning what happens to 
food once it enters the body, how nutrients are absorbed, and how 
waste is eventually produced. We also took a closer look at 
different types of teeth, identifying their functions and 
understanding how each plays a role in the digestive process.

In Art, we have been developing our mark-making skills, with a 
particular focus on tone. The children have experimented with 
different techniques to create light and dark effects, adding depth 
and texture to their work.



Around our School

Year 3 and Year 4 VR Workshop 
Year 3 had a wonderful experience during their recent VR workshop, where they explored the 
fascinating world of Ancient Egypt. Throughout this immerse experience, the children gained 

valuable knowledge and developed a deeper understanding of what life was like in Ancient 
Egypt. It was wonderful to see their excitement and enthusiasm as they virtually visited the 

pyramids and discovered more about the remarkable period  in history. 

Year 4 also thoroughly enjoyed their immersive VR experience, which provided an exciting 
introduction to their new history topic on the Mayans. Through this interactive journey, 

pupils were able to relive the past, exploring the remarkable buildings and environments 
created by this fascinating civilisation. As they moved through the experience, they 

discovered a range of interesting facts that brought their learning to life. 

Did you know that one of the Mayan pyramids has 365 steps—each one representing a day of 
the year? 

A truly memorable way to begin their historical adventure! 

We would like to extend a massive thank you to all Year 3 and Year 4 parents who contributed 
towards making this fantastic experience possible. 



Around our School

Hedgehog populations in Britain have declined by up to 
75% in rural areas and 30-50% in urban areas since 
2000, leading to their classification as "Vulnerable" to 
extinction. Primary causes include habitat 
fragmentation, loss of foraging areas due to 
development, intensive farming, and decreased 
invertebrate prey from pesticide use.

At Foxdell Primary School,  we are proud to be 
working towards a Hedgehog Friendly Campus 
Award and with Hedgehog Awareness Week just 
around the corner, here are some things that 
you could do at home to help our spiky 
friends.

·           Add more Hedgehog Highways!
13cm x 13cm square gaps in boundary walls and 
fences ensure hedgehogs can access to vital habitat! 
Create more – talk to neighbours first! Once made, 
log them at www.bighedgehogmap.org

·           Create, improve or protect a wild space
Log piles, leaf heaps and wild edges attract natural 
food and offer shelter for hedgehogs.

·           Always check for hedgehogs before  
strimming, mowing or hedge cutting

Many hedgehogs are harmed or killed by garden 
machinery every year – simple checks before you 
start can save lives.

·           Go totally organic in the garden or  
allotment

Pesticides and chemicals can harm wildlife and 
destroy the food chain. Embrace the wild instead!

·           Be net savvy
Netting can become tangled in hedgehog spines: make 
sure sports nets are put away and garden netting is 
raised 30cm off the ground so hedgehogs can safely 
pass underneath.

·           Provide water for wildlife all year round!
Make it part of your routine to check, clean & refill 
water sources for hedgehogs in your garden or 
outside your workplace. Add a few pebbles so bees and 
butterflies can perch and safely drink too.
 

http://www.bighedgehogmap.org/
https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/creating-wildlife-garden/
https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/posters/Strimmer-Warning-Poster.pdf
https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/posters/Strimmer-Warning-Poster.pdf


Around our School

Animal Edge Farm Visit to Reception
Animal Edge Farm visited Reception with a selection of animals, including a pony, two 

goats, a guinea pig and several rabbits. The highlight for many of the children was 
meeting Pony Beau, who is 26 years old. The children learnt that this was quite old for 
a pony! They had the opportunity to use brushes to gently groom his mane and coat, 

learning how to care for animals in a calm and respectful way. The children took 
great care to be soft and patient, showing growing confidence as they interacted with 

such a large animal. 

Throughout the visit, the children also spent time observing the animals closely and 
learning how to behave safely around them. They were reminded to stay quiet and 
move slowly so the animals would feel comfortable. The visit also reminded all the 
children why it is important to   wash hands after touching the animals and being 

careful not to touch their faces.  We were especially proud of all the children as they 
were  brave enough to pet or touch the animals, with some children developing their 

confidence to stand in close proximity to some of our special visitors by the end of the 
visit. 



Around our School



     Online Safety Corner



SEND/ Health and Wellbeing



Community



Community


